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Pre-Conference Topic and Presenter Highlights

On Thursday of each annual state conference, FCEC offers a wonderful selection of sessions highlighting the current state wide projects.  This year is no different, with a few special presenter additions.
AM (9:00-12:00) Sessions:

NASA-(National Aeronautics and Space Administration)-Accommodations for inclusion in STEM fields (science, technology, engineering & mathematics) for elementary students, with Dr. Sara Aronin facilitating. 
Sara is the winner of the 2009 National CEC Outstanding Graduate Student Member of the Year Award. She has worked diligently with her professional connection to NASA to bring this wonderful hands-on workshop to FCEC.
 Problem Solving/Response to Intervention: Increase your Tool Kit of Practical Strategies to Improve Student Outcomes-with Susan Hentz. Discover techniques for accommodating and supporting all students. This is a quick overview of the essential components, multiple tiers, and problem solving steps of this collaborative process which give students and teachers the level of intervention and support needed for continued success.  It will incorporate practical, easy-to-use strategies so students are engaged and acquiring the skills needed to be successful.

Strategic Instruction Model (SIM) with accompanying research support & 1 concept enhancement routine, the FRAME-with Dr. Janet Raney and Marilyn Jackson-Lee. This is an overview of the Strategic Instruction Model with accompanying research support.  In addition, we will provide one concept enhancement routine, the FRAME. The Strategic Instruction Model (SIM), Content Enhancement (CE) Series is a state initiative through NEFEC/FDLRS.  Workbooks and manuals will be provided.
Florida Transition Project: “Project 10:  Accessing Postsecondary Education,” with Jordan Knab, Patrick Mulvihill, and Lyman Dukes. Project 10: Transition Education Network, University of South Florida St. Petersburg, will conduct a pre-conference workshop to orient attendees to the available technical assistance, training, and web-based resources available to Florida educators in the area of transition services for youth with disabilities. Resources in the area of transition assessment, school-based enterprise, and transition IEP development will be distributed to the first 50 attendees registered for this pre-conference.
PM (1:00-4:00) Sessions

NASA-(National Aeronautics and Space Administration)-Accommodations for inclusion in STEM fields 

(science, technology, engineering & mathematics) for secondary students, with Sara Aronin facilitating. In her first year in the doctoral program at the UCF, Sara was selected to work with the Toni Jennings Exceptional Education Institute. She developed a relationship with the NASA Education Resource Center, combining her knowledge in science with the field of special education.
Big Changes in SLD and an examination of the ESE teacher/specialists role-with Heather Diamond of FLDOE. 

Recent changes in education law are dramatically influencing and challenging the thinking of educators and learners across the nation. In 2004, IDEA shifted the field of SLD and by 2009, the Florida State Board of Education Rules governing eligibility criteria for SLD had been completely rewritten, adopted, and became effective to reflect the most significant conceptual changes in several decades. Attend this session to discuss the “why” and the “how to” related to embracing and implementing these changes.
RtI Interventions for students with Math delays -with Dr. Mary Little and Dr. Shelby Robertson from UCF. Attendees will be implementing the Concrete-to-Representational-to-Abstract (CRA) Approach to Increase Rigor in Mathematics Classrooms. This presentation is developed by a cadre of math and special educators from school districts, educational agencies, universities and FDOE. It is aligned with Sunshine State Standards and math standards (NCTM).
Regional CARD center supports for a district effort to establish a new cluster or autism class, with FAU CARD/Jack Scott. The Center for Autism and Related Disabilities at FAU worked closely with staff from St Lucie county Schools in establishing a comprehensive ASD program.  CARD played a number of roles in these developments including helping with architectural and design considerations and furniture and material selection. School and district staff as well as CARD staff will share details of how this new program was established, show video and photos of some of the many noteworthy elements of the program, and offer suggestions for how other schools/districts could work cooperatively with regional CARD sites to establish high-quality ASD programs within regular schools
